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Analysis of the Portrayal of Ottavia in the Opera The Coronation
of Poppea
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Abstract

The Coronation of Poppea is Monteverdi’s last opera, he broke through the traditional way of characterization, dissolved the
dichotomy between men and women under the gender characteristics, and made the characters present diversified characteristics,
showing the innovation in characterization. This paper takes Ottavia, a female character with complex personality, as an entry point
to analyze in depth her image construction and her musical performance in the play. Through the interpretation of Ottavia’s dramatic
characteristics and musical portrayal, it reveals Monteverdi’s unique artistic expression in the game of power, destiny and gender, and
provides new perspectives for understanding the gender power structure of the 17th century and its contemporary revelation.
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