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The Evolution and Prospect of the Interdisciplinary Paradigm
in Design
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Abstract

This article focuses on the evolution and future prospects of the design discipline, exploring the innovation of its interdisciplinary
paradigm and educational model from multi-disciplinary to cross-disciplinary and then to transdisciplinary. The multidisciplinary
stage provides a more comprehensive disciplinary research perspective for design by juxtaposing different disciplines. The
interdisciplinary (cross-disciplinary) stage has achieved deep integration among disciplines, emphasizing the production of cross-
disciplinary academic achievements and solving complex social problems with a systematic perspective. Transdisciplinary, on the
other hand, transcends the boundaries of all disciplines. Knowledge production is no longer confined to the knowledge of each
discipline but expands to non-disciplinary knowledge and the collective wisdom of the entire society. By integrating multiple
subjects such as “universities - governments - industries - the public”, it aims to maximize public interests and provide solutions to
global challenges. This paper comparatively analyzes the evolution process of the interdisciplinary paradigms of design disciplines
in China and the West, thereby gaining inspiration and proposing that transdisciplinary studies will serve as the advanced form of
the interdisciplinary paradigms of design disciplines, opening up new possibilities and practical paths for the future development of
design disciplines and education.
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