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Discussion on the Chinese Translation Method of Japanese
Onomatopoeia——Taking Natsume Soseki’s I Am A Cat
as an Example

Shuya Hua
Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130012, China

Abstract

Japanese onomatopoeia has a large number of onomatopoeias and has a place in Japanese. However, there are relatively few
onomatopoeias in Chinese, which makes it difficult to translate onomatopoeia. Most of the existing studies focus on the construction
methods, phonetic changes, classification methods and meaning features of Japanese onomatopoeia. However, there are few studies
on Chinese translation from the perspective of their own grammatical features, and lack of unity to a certain extent. Therefore, this
paper extracts all Japanese onomatopoeia from Natsume Soseki’s masterpiece / Am A Cat, and makes a statistical analysis of the
corresponding Chinese translations of Liu Zhenying, Yu Lei and Cao man, and then explores the Chinese translation methods of
onomatopoeia from the perspective of part of speech categories.
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