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Mr. Dalton’s “Prisoner’s Dilemma” in Native Son

Yu Mao
Jilin University, Changchun, Jilin, 130000, China

Abstract

Richard Wright’s Native Son was written in 1940, and the American society has taken admiration for black literature since then. The
paper aims to interpret the character image of Mr. Dalton in the book, by using the “prisoner’s dilemma” and its two classic solutions. It
analyzes Mr. Dalton’s mediation strategy between the white and black forces, the reason behind which is an expedient.
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