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Sphinx Factor in Gide’s The Immoralist
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Abstract

French writer André Gide, a winner of Nobel Prize in literature, is good at capturing the characters’ painful struggles between ethics and
self-liberation by his subtle mind. His book The Immoralist takes the two trips of Michel and his wife Marceline as the axis, elaborating
Michel’s experience of fighting against traditional ethics: the overwhelming free defeated his ethical one that always restrained him,
made him neglect to take care of his ill wife because of indulging in his selfish desires, which turns out to be indirectly responsible for
her death. This paper critically analyzes the Sphinx factor of the characters in The Immoralist from the perspective of ethical literary

criticism.
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