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the Prototype Semantic Function of Preposition “over” as
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Abstract

Due to the influence of various contextual factors, the use of language brings about language variation. Therefore, context-based
lexical grammar knowledge is the foundation of register cognition and the first step of register cognition construction. Given
this situation, this study aims to conduct usage based research on the semantic structure of “over” from a horizontal aggregation
dimension, with a focus on the semantic function of the ABOVE-ACROSS meaning of “over”. In order to provide a detailed
description of this semantic category, the author carefully studied the collocation and semantic association of the preposition “over”
using corpus data from the British National Corpus (BNC). By analyzing semantic function, creativity, predictability, and idiomatic
expression, the author found that the semantic or usage changes of “over” exhibit a typical gradient distribution.
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