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The Path of Western Rule of Law Spirit from the Perspective
of the Contractual Relationship between Man and God in the
Bible
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Abstract
There is a profound ideological origin between the contractual relationship between humans and gods in the Bible and Western

legal culture. The nature of God’s “eternal law”, “natural law” and “just law” is the main basis of the Western rule of law spirit. The

contract between God and man, the establishment of the relationship between human and divine faith through religious morality, and
the regulation of interpersonal relationships through ethical morality, have formed the two major ideological sources of the Western
rule of law spirit. In the process of participating in Western social and political life, God’s contract law has gradually evolved into two
different paths in terms of the ownership of legal rights: one is the heterogeneity of God’s contract law by the idea of “divine right of
kings”; The second is the homogenization of God’s contract law by social contract theory. These two types of legal claims have the
same origin and flow, but their actions are opposite, profoundly influencing the evolution of the Western rule of law spirit.
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