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Nanjing Treaty: the beginning of the loss of tariff autonomy
in modern China
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Abstract

This paper analyzes the differences between the Chinese and English official versions of the “Nanjing Treaty”, the problem of
“misinterpretation”, the legal connotation of the Chinese official version of “adhering to the principle of fair agreement”, the customs
situation of China before the Opium War and the customs demands of the British, the relationship between the principle of agreed
customs in the “Nanjing Treaty” and the “Five Port Trade Regulations: Customs Tariff”, and other four key aspects to conduct in-
depth discussion, in order to prove that the “Nanjing Treaty” is a significant and iconic event in the loss of China’s tariff autonomy
in modern times, to clarify the controversy in the academic circles, and to provide theoretical support for historical teaching. At the
same time, we look forward to academic exchanges and discussions with people holding different views.
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