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The way to cultivate students’ critical thinking in moral
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Abstract

Critical thinking, as a vital cognitive skill, embodies rational judgment and the comprehensive ability to analyze and resolve issues.
With ongoing educational reforms, the junior high school “Morality and Rule of Law” curriculum has been endowed with enhanced
educational functions. Beyond imparting fundamental moral and legal knowledge, it should serve as a crucial platform for cultivating
students ‘independent thinking and critical judgment capabilities. This paper clarifies the essence of critical thinking while analyzing
existing challenges in current junior high school moral and legal education. By integrating curriculum objectives with teaching
practices, it explores effective pathways to develop students’ critical thinking through multiple dimensions including updated
pedagogical concepts, interactive classroom design, textbook resource development, and evaluation system reform. The study aims to
provide theoretical support and practical guidance for advancing curriculum reforms and enhancing teaching practices.
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