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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the third most common malignant tumor of digestive tract in China with the third incidence rate, only
second to lung cancer and breast cancer. Currently, research has identified three ways in which genomic instability can cause
molecular carcinogenesis, including chromosomal instability (CIN), microsatellite instability (MSI), and CpG island methylation
phenotype (CIMP). The instability of microsatellites is closely related to mismatch repair (MMR) genes. MSI, as one of the earliest
and most important molecular markers of colon cancer, is of great significance for the diagnosis, pathological characteristics,
prognosis evaluation, and treatment selection of colon cancer. Therefore, this paper provides a brief review of the application and
research progress of microsatellite instability in colon cancer.
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